
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Comments on the “Path to Transformation” 1115 Waiver 

January 22, 2014 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the Path to Transformation waiver. The Cook 

County Health and Hospitals System (CCHHS) continues to be committed to working with the State and 

other stakeholders to achieve the goals of this waiver, and ultimately provide more effective and 

efficient care with improved patient health outcomes without incurring additional costs.   

Pathway 1: Transform the Health Care Delivery System 

CCHHS appreciates the opportunity to draw down Delivery System Reform Incentive Payments 

(DSRIP) in order to fund several specific projects that will allow us to transform our delivery system 

and provide better care and a better experience for our patients. We also look forward to partnering with 

the University of Illinois on DSRIP projects and working closely with the State to ensure that we meet 

our specific transformation goals.  

Pathway 2: Build Capacity of the Health Care System for Population Health Management 

CCHHS plans to leverage our operation of the Cook County Department of Public Health, network of 

CountyCare providers, and relationships with public and private stakeholders to improve the overall 

health of all Cook County residents. We recognize the impact that access to healthy foods can have on 

Cook County residents. Additionally, we will work to ensure that the justice-involved population 

receives appropriate case management and follow-up post-release from jail or prison.  
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Pathway 3: 21
st
 Century Health Care Workforce 

CCHHS appreciates that the waiver seeks to create a Medicaid Graduate Medical Education program 

and suggests focusing on building experience within community health and increasing the primary care 

workforce, including advanced practice nurses and physician assistants. 

Pathway 4: LTSS Infrastructure, Choice, and Coordination  

CCHHS agrees that efforts to expand behavioral health and integrate these services into primary care 

should be maximized through this waiver.  

Again, CCHHS welcomes the opportunity to work with the State in their pursuit of an 1115 global 

waiver. If you would like to follow up with us, please feel free to contact Kathy Chan, Director of Policy 

at kchan5@cookcountyhhs.org.  
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